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New Delhi : The targeted at-
tacks in J&K in which five ci-
vilians, including four from
minority religious commu-
nities, were killed over the
past three days are seen by
security agencies as part of a
revised strategy by ISI-
backed terrorist groups to
push local recruits to go after
non-local, easy targets. 

The aim of  the Pakistan-
supported groups, sources
said, is to counter measures
taken to give teeth to a narra-
tive of  ‘zero-tolerance’
against terrorists or their

sympathisers, efforts to
launch a big development
push and revive tourism and
bring about ‘full integration
of  J&K with rest of  India’
that has gained ground since
the abrogation of  Article 370
in J&K. The effort of  groups
like Lashkar and Jaish is to
counter these objectives by
creating an atmosphere of
fear and insecurity, particu-
larly for non-locals. 

This assessment was
shared at a meeting chaired
by home minister Amit Shah
here on Thursday to review
the security situation in J&K
in wake of  the civilian kill-
ings. The meeting was at-
tended by NSA Ajit Doval
and heads of  CRPF, BSF and
intelligence agencies. A fine-
tuning of  strategies, includ-

ing the need to keep a closer
watch on youths susceptible
to radicalization and in
touch with terrorists, and
gathering better intelligence
on transfer and supplies of
arms, is believed to have
been discussed. 

According to sources, Pa-
kistan-based terror sponsors
have been pushing groups

like Lashker-e-Taiba (LeT)
and Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) to step up infiltration
into J&K since July. Intelli-
gence inputs however indi-
cate that mostly local youths
are being drafted to carry out
attacks on ‘soft’ targets,
which may occasionally in-
clude locals suspected to be
‘informers’. 

While it is claimed that
some of  these local recruits
are affiliated with The Re-
sistance Front (TRF), J&K
police sources insist that
with the top leadership of the
outfit neutralised over the
past few months, the TRF is
only a smokescreen created
by the LeT in order to main-
tain deniability and project
terrorist attacks in J&K as
an indigenous job. It is also
associated with Pakistan’s
efforts to avert a ‘blacklist-
ing’ by the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF). 
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Srinagar/Jammu: Amid
fears of  a rerun of  the terror-
ist violence targeting Kash-
miri Pandits in the 90s, poli-
tics parties across the spec-
trum on Thursday spoke of
the "selective killings" in Sri-
nagar since Tuesday as ei-
ther a conspiracy to drive a
wedge between communities
or a reflection of  "state fail-
ure" to protect the citizenry. 

"On my part, I am making
a heartfelt appeal to all those
who will be thinking of  leav-
ing the valley out of  fear.

Please don’t. We can’t let the
perpetrators of  these terror
attacks succeed in their evil
designs by driving you out-
.The overwhelmingly majori-
ty of  us don’t want you to go,"
National Conference vice-
president and ex-CM Omar
Abdullah tweeted.

PDP's Mehbooba Mufti, al-
so a former CM, blamed the
Centre for "a minuscule minor-
ity" becoming terror targets.
"GOI’s claims of  building a
Naya Kashmir has actually
turned it into a hellhole. It’s sole
interest is to use Kashmir as a
milch cow for its electoral inter-
ests," she alleged. Mufti had is-

sued a similar statement after
prominent Kashmiri Pandit
businessman Makhan Lal Bin-
droo was shot dead in his Srina-
gar pharmacy on Tuesday, say-
ing "an utterly desensitised
govt has devalued human lives
& pushed J&K into further per-
il & chaos by its ruthless poli-
cies of  collective punishment,
all in the garb of  security".

Union minister for minor-
ity affairs Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi assured minority com-
munities in J&K that the Cen-
tre was committed to its "na-
tional duty" of  protecting
their lives and safeguarding
their interest.

Omar appeals not to flee ‘out of fear’,
Mufti calls J&K Centre’s ‘hellhole’
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Ahmedabad: Four elephants
that belong to the royal family
of  Mysuru will soon be in Guj-
arat, at the Elephant Rescue
Centre in Jamnagar. 

The four females, in the age
group of  27-44 years, will be
sent to Jamnagar after the Dus-
sehra festival. The elephants —
Rajeshwari (27), Gemini (31),
Seetha (36) and Ruby (44) — are
owned by the Mysuru-Wadiyar
dynasty. The royal family has
six elephants, of  which four are
being sent to the facility in Jam-
nagar. Vijaykumar Gogi, prin-
cipal chief  conservator of  for-
ests (wildlife), Karnataka, said
that the forest department has
to issue a permit for transpor-
tation of  the elephant. These
are privately-owned animals
and the department has only to
certify that the elephants are fit
to travel. “The forest depart-
ment has also informed the
Gujarat forest about the trans-
fer of  these animals.”

V Karikalan, deputy con-
servator of  forests, who has
asked his veterinary team to
examine the elephants, said,
“We are to issue fitness certifi-
cates after which they will be
transferred to Jamnagar. All
the elephants were rescued
from a circus and the royal
family had volunteered to
care for them.”

Sources said the pachy-
derms were rescued from a
circus a couple of  decades ago.
The court, acting on a petition
filed by animal rights activ-
ists, had directed the forest de-
partment to take over the ele-
phants. After the court order,
the Mysuru royal family vol-
unteered to take care of  the
elephants and they were ac-
cordingly sent to the palace.
The elephants were a tourist
attraction at the palace and
were used for “elephant safa-
ris”, where tourists had an op-
portunity to ride them in the
manner of  royalty. Forest offi-
cials said that in 2017, the roy-
al family wrote to the forest
department to take back three
elephants as the handlers
were not taking proper care of
the animals. However, the ani-
mals were not shifted due to
administrative issues. 
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Our fight is to safe-
guard our freedom-
...Domicile holders,

stooges and collaborators,
regardless of  religion, are
enemies of  the Kashmir
struggle and will not be
spared,” it said, specifying
that the school principal
and her colleague had been
targeted because they pres-
sured students to attend the
Independence Day function
on the campus on August 15.

The outfit had also is-
sued a statement after
shooting dead Makhan Lal
Bindroo, the owner of  Sri-
nagar’s landmark Bindroo
Medicate pharmacy, and
bhelpuri vendor Virender
Paswan in the city on Tues-
day. The outfit’s third victim
that day, Mohammad Shafi
Lone of  Hajin in Bandipora,
was a native Kashmiri.

The renewed cycle of  at-
tacks targeting non-Muslim
minorities in J&K, starting
with Congress sarpanch
Ajay Pandita being shot
dead in his orchard in
Anantnag in June 2020,
bears the stamp of  the early

90s, when thousands of
Kashmiri Pandits were
forced to flee a cleansing by
terror outfits.

Slain schoolteacher
Chand’s family had been
among the hundreds who
migrated from the Valley to
Jammu during the exodus
three decades ago. He re-
turned to Srinagar after get-
ting the job in October 2018
as part of  a special recruit-
ment drive announced by
PM Narendra Modi. Chand
recently became father to a
baby girl.

School principal Kour, a
mother of  two schoolgoing
children, hailed from Aloo-
cha Bagh in uptown Srina-
gar. Her husband is a proba-
tionary officer with J&K
Bank. DGP Dilbag Singh
termed the wave of  terror
attacks on civilians in Sri-
nagar — six people have
been killed in a week, two of
them Kashmiri Muslims —
part of  a strategy “to dam-
age the age-old traditional
communal harmony in
Kashmir and defame local
Muslims”.

J&K DGP: Wave of terror
attacks to defame Muslims

Bengaluru: Defence PSU Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) on Thursday said
that the heaviest semi-cryogenic propellant
tank (SC120- LOX) it has ever fabricated has
been delivered to Indian Space Research Or-
ganization (Isro). 

“The semi cryo-liquid oxygen (LOX)
tank, the first developmental welded hard-
ware is a part of  the SC120 stage intended for
payload enhancement by replacing the L110
stage in existing GSLV-Mk3 launch vehi-
cle,” a statement issued here read. 

Last year, HAL had delivered the biggest
ever cryogenic liquid hydrogen tank (C32-
LH2) which is four metres in diameter and
eight metres in length, much ahead of  con-
tractual schedule.

“HAL has mastered skills and technolo-
gies required for fabricating welded propel-
lant tanks. Till date, our aerospace division
has delivered 244 propellant tanks and 95

water tanks to Isro for the space pro-
grammes of  PSLV, GSLV Mk2 and GSLV
Mk3 of  diameter 2.1, 2.8 and 4 metres where
the length of  the tank varies from 2.5 metres
to 8.0 metres,” the PSU said.

HAL, a strategic partner of  Isro for
around five decades, has delivered critical
structures, tankages, satellite structures
for the PSLV, GSLV-Mk2 and GSLV-Mk3
launch vehicles. 

“...Various new projects like PS2/GS2 in-
tegration, semi-cryo structure fabrication
and manufacturing of  cryo and semi cryo
engines are being taken up at HAL, for
which installation and commissioning of
unique infrastructures are nearing comple-
tion,” HAL added. Further, HAL also sup-
ported Isro on Crew Module Atmospheric
Re-entry Experiment (CARE), Pad Abort
Test (PAT) for Crew Escape for human space
mission and is currently supplying hard-
ware for full-fledged launch vehicle GSLV
Mk3 for Gaganyaan.

HAL delivers key semi-cryo
propellant tank to Isro
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New Delhi: Amid a spate of terrorist killings of innocent civilians
in Kashmir, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said the central
government has failed on security front in the UT contrary to its
claims after introducing notebandi and annulling special status
for Jammu and Kashmir.

Rahul tweeted, “Incidents of violence are increasing in
Kashmir. Terrorism was neither stopped by demonetisation nor
by abrogation of Article 370 – the central government has
completely failed to provide security. We strongly condemn
these attacks on our Kashmiri brothers and sisters, and send our
condolences to the families of the deceased.” TNN

Rahul says recent killings in J&K show
govt failure on security front

Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

Aperson was killed in police firing as the car he was
travelling in ignored a police check point and tried running

into the CRPF personnel on duty on Thursday evening. J&K
Police said that CRPF personnel fired in self defence leading to
killing of a person in Anantnag district in South Kashmir.

Officials said that a check point was established by 40 Bn
CRPF at Monghal Bridge in Anantnag district. CRPF officials
tried to intercept a suspected vehicle without registration
number but it rushed towards the checking party. It was then
challenged by the troops on duty, who fired in self defence. 

The driver of the car managed to escape and one person
was found dead inside it. Police said the identity of the
deceased person is being verified. TNN

CRPF troopers fired in self defence:
Police on Anantnag firing incident

�Continued from page 1

CCI NG 3.17 Product: TOIBangaloreBS PubDate: 08-10-2021 Zone: BangaloreCity Edition: 1 Page: TOIBG15 User: suvendu.mohanty Time: 10-07-2021 23:38 Color:
<bha>B8BuVtyZKih68ivpJfKJ8FVzMU5DqrsiaUJZpR3k+bHpc76IgdOACNA8bqZAreW0SbqVsbhWU1F5K1ZN86HCRERQBkGt3S0HE3QNG98FT+xELKWbjstIaenTng2LOKLjSAAZiUWsoGcK97FmFxoGRFDWTb6qL3A9V2/PlRlYGwE=</bha>


